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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress production of longitudinal stripe 
fixed noise and lateral stripe noise by fixing an output 
potential of a solid-state image pickup element to a 
reference potential and fixing a mean potential of 
outputs of plural light shield picture elements to the 
reference potential succeedingly. 

CONSTITUTION: A resistor 304 is short-circuited by a 
short-circuit switch 305 at a first half of a horizontal 
blanking period, a clamp switch 302 is closed for a 
period T1 when a clamp time constant is small, the 
clamping is quickened, and the output potential of the 
solid-state image pickup element is an output potential 
of a light shield picture element of an optical black 
part at the right end of a light receiving section and 
fixed to a reference potential at a high speed. The 
short-circuit switch 305 is opened at a latter half of 
the horizontal blanking period and the clamp switch 302 
is closed again for a period t 2 when the clamp time 
constant is large, the clamp circuit does not follow to 
a fault output of one picture element because the clamp 
"time constant is increased, and a mean potential of 
several picture elements of the optical black part at 



longitudinal stripe fixed noise and lateral stripe noise 
is suppressed. 
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